
 

 

 

Spring 2026 

37: 575: 313 New Technology and Work 

Instructor: Pierfrancesco Giannini 

Department of Labor Studies and Employment Relations 

School of Management and Labor Relations, Rutgers University 

 

Course Description 

Over the semester, we will examine major technological developments such as artificial 
intelligence, automation and robotics, autonomous driving, the Internet of Things, virtual 
reality, blockchain, digital labor platforms, and algorithmic management and analyze how 
they are reshaping jobs, workplaces, and labor relations. We will also engage with broader 
questions about globalization, the gig economy, worker surveillance, education and skills, 
and new forms of collective action and worker voice. Throughout the course, we will pay 
close attention not only to the technical side of innovation, but also to its human, 
historical, social, and ethical implications. 

This course is remote, asynchronous, and self-paced. 

This course is listed as "remote" and "by arrangement”  (asynchronously).  Here is Rutgers 
University's explanation on asynchronous 
courses: (https://scheduling.rutgers.edu/remote-instruction (Links to an external site.)). 

• For courses listed as “by arrangement”, there are no scheduled class sessions. 
These courses will have a regular schedule of work and assignments due throughout 
each week, but they will not require you to be online at a particular time. Rather, your 
instructor will provide materials, for example, readings, video content, 
presentations, lectures, assignments, and exams—and you can access these 
materials and satisfy the course requirements within time frames specified by the 
instructor. 

https://scheduling.rutgers.edu/remote-instruction


One of the key advantages of remote, asynchronous course is inclusion and flexibility. 
Students can learn and complete assignments anytime and anywhere they want, including 
in any time zone. This is particularly great for adult learners juggling conflicting course 
meeting times and work schedules. Moreover, asynchronous courses can help increase 
cognitive engagement, because students will have more time to engage with and explore 
the course materials. 

For those who are interested in the advantages of synchronous and asynchronous courses, 
here is a broader discussion: https://sasoue.rutgers.edu/docman-docs/curriculum/941-
musings-on-asynchronous-and-synchronous-remote-instruction-draft-june-
2020/file (Links to an external site.)  

How to begin this course: 

• If this is your first time using Canvas, go through the Student Orientation, a self-
paced tutorial that will explain how to use Canvas.  The overview lasts 6 
minutes.   https://community.canvaslms.com/videos/1124 (Links to an external 
site.) (Links to an external site.) 

• Notice the list on the left.  This gives you quick access to various elements of the 
course.    

• Go to the Syllabus and review what is in it.  

• Start with Modules each week. 

• If the video won't load, please switch to Chrome or Firefox as a browser.  

Accessibility 

Have you ever found content in your course that was difficult to read, or you wish came in a 
different format? 

I seek to continuously improve the accessibility of the course content. A useful software 
tool that I use in this course is ALLY, which automatically provides students with a range of 
more accessible alternative formats (including PDF, HTML, Audio, and Translated version).  

I hope that you will find these efforts improve your learning in this course. See 
https://help.blackboard.com/Ally/Ally_for_LMS/Student for more information. For 
example, maybe you have a lot of course material to read and get eye strain, or maybe 
you’re an auditory learner. Listen to an audio format of the learning materials instead. 

Need technical assistance? 

https://sasoue.rutgers.edu/docman-docs/curriculum/941-musings-on-asynchronous-and-synchronous-remote-instruction-draft-june-2020/file
https://sasoue.rutgers.edu/docman-docs/curriculum/941-musings-on-asynchronous-and-synchronous-remote-instruction-draft-june-2020/file
https://sasoue.rutgers.edu/docman-docs/curriculum/941-musings-on-asynchronous-and-synchronous-remote-instruction-draft-june-2020/file
https://community.canvaslms.com/videos/1124
https://community.canvaslms.com/videos/1124


Helpdesk: Rutgers Office of InNeed technical assistance? https://it.rutgers.edu/help-
support; (Links to an external site.) 

or call : 833-OIT-HELP 

 

 

Unit 1: Course Overview 

 Required Video: Kochan & Mindell Discussion on Industrial Revolutions and Work 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Video: Kochan & Mindell Discussion on Industrial 
Revolutions and Work.  

Required Reading: Technology, Jobs, and the Future of Work 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading: Technology, Jobs, and the Future of Work.  

Optional: Glossary of automation technologies and techniques 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional: Glossary of automation technologies and 
techniques.  

• Discussion Topic 

Academic Integrity Contract - read, sign, submit (mandatory) 

Jan 20 

10 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Academic Integrity Contract - read, sign, submit 
(mandatory).  

• Discussion Topic 

Bonus forum: Meet your learning community 

Jan 20 

 Published. Click to unpublish Bonus forum: Meet your learning community.  

• Discussion Topic 

Weekly forum 1 : Will ChatGPT Take Your Job? 

Jan 25 

https://it.rutgers.edu/help-support;
https://it.rutgers.edu/help-support;
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613565
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613566
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613567
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613568
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613569
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613570


10 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Weekly forum 1 : Will ChatGPT Take Your Job?.  

• Discussion Topic 

Unit 1 Tech focus assignment: generative AI 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

 Unit 2: Old and New Technologies, and Their Impact on Work / Tech Focus- 
Autonomous Driving 

Old and New Technologies, and Their Impact on Work / Tech Focus- Autonomous Driving 

Required Video: The big debate about the future of work, explained 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Video: The big debate about the future of work, 
explained.  

Required Reading: Elliott, S.W., 2018. Artificial Intelligence, Robots, and Work: Is This 
Time Different? 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading: Elliott, S.W., 2018. Artificial Intelligence, 
Robots, and Work: Is This Time Different?.  

• Discussion Topic 

Weekly forum 2 : Trucking and the Rise of Autonomous Vehicles (AV) 

Feb 1 

10 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Weekly forum 2 : Trucking and the Rise of Autonomous 
Vehicles (AV).  

• Discussion Topic 

Unit 2 Tech focus assignment: Autonomous driving 

Feb 1 

5 pts 

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613571
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613573
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613574
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613574
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613575
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613576


 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 2 Tech focus assignment: Autonomous driving.  

Optional Reading 1: Wajcman, J., 2010. Feminist theories of technology 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Reading 1: Wajcman, J., 2010. Feminist theories of 
technology.  

Optional Reading 2: Hankerson et al. 2016. Does technology have race? 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Reading 2: Hankerson et al. 2016. Does technology 
have race?.  

Unit 1 Review 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

 

Unit 3: Technology and Future of Work / Tech focus- Automation & Robotics 

Technology and Future of Work / Tech focus- Automation & Robotics 

Required Reading: A future that works. 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading: A future that works..  

Required Reading: Davenport, T.H. and Kirby, J., 2015. Beyond automation. 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading: Davenport, T.H. and Kirby, J., 2015. 
Beyond automation..  

Required video: The digital future of work (20-min video) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required video: The digital future of work (20-min video).  

• Discussion Topic 

Weekly forum 3 : Robots in the Workforce: The Case of Amazon Robotics 

Feb 8 

10 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Weekly forum 3 : Robots in the Workforce: The Case of 
Amazon Robotics.  

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613577
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613578
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613579
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613580
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613581
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613582
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613583


• Discussion Topic 

Unit 3 Tech focus assignment: Robotics 

Feb 15 

5 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 3 Tech focus assignment: Robotics.  

Optional Reading: Budd. 2011. The Thought of Work 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Reading: Budd. 2011. The Thought of Work .  

Unit 2 Review 

 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 2 Review.  

• Discussion Topic 

Optional video: The Robot Revolution (10 minutes） 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

Unit 4: Skills, Tasks, and Technology / Tech Focus - Internet of Things 

Skills, Tasks, and Technology / Tech Focus - Internet of Things 

Required Video: Will automation take away all our jobs? David Autor (20 min video) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Video: Will automation take away all our jobs? 
David Autor (20 min video).  

Required Reading:  Roose. 2019.A Machine May Not Take Your Job, but One Could 
Become Your Boss 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading:  Roose. 2019.A Machine May Not Take 
Your Job, but One Could Become Your Boss.  

• Discussion Topic 

Weekly forum 4 : If workers slack off, the wristband will know. 

Feb 22 

10 pts 

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613584
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613585
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613586
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613587
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613588
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613589
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613589
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613590


 Published. Click to unpublish Weekly forum 4 : If workers slack off, the wristband will 
know. .  

• Discussion Topic 

Unit 4 Tech focus assignment: IoT 

Feb 22 

5 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 4 Tech focus assignment: IoT.  

Optional video: AlphaGo - Full Documentary 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional video: AlphaGo - Full Documentary.  

Required Video: IoT & Cyber Physical Systems (10 min) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Video: IoT & Cyber Physical Systems (10 min).  

Unit 3 Review 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

Unit 5: Technology, Globalization, and the Geography of Jobs / Tech Focus - Virtual 
Reality 

Technology, Globalization, and the Geography of Jobs / Tech Focus - Virtual Reality 

Required Reading: Moretti, E. 2012. The New Geography of Jobs. 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading: Moretti, E. 2012. The New Geography of 
Jobs. .  

Required Video: Moretti Discussing the Decline of Traditional Manufacturing Centers 
and the Rise of "Star Cities" (8 minutes) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Video: Moretti Discussing the Decline of Traditional 
Manufacturing Centers and the Rise of "Star Cities" (8 minutes).  

Optional Reading: A Review of The New Geography of Job by Professor Edward Glaeser 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Reading: A Review of The New Geography of Job by 
Professor Edward Glaeser.  

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613591
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613592
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613593
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613594
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613595
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613596
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613596
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613597


Optional Video:How covid-19 is boosting innovation 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Video:How covid-19 is boosting innovation .  

• Discussion Topic 

Weekly forum 5: Virtual reality is booming in the workplace 

Mar 1 

10 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Weekly forum 5: Virtual reality is booming in the workplace.  

• Discussion Topic 

 

 

Unit 5 Tech focus assignment: Virtual Reality 

Mar 1 

5 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 5 Tech focus assignment: Virtual Reality.  

Optional Reading: Madison Square Garden Uses Facial Recognition to Ban Its Owner’s 
Enemies 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Reading: Madison Square Garden Uses Facial 
Recognition to Ban Its Owner’s Enemies.  

Unit 4 Review 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

Unit 6: Rethinking Skills and Education / Tech Focus - Blockchain 

Rethinking Skills and Education / Tech Focus - Blockchain 

Required Reading: Workforce Training Programs that Bridge Skills Gap 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading: Workforce Training Programs that Bridge 
Skills Gap.  

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613598
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613599
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613600
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613601
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613601
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613602
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613603


Required Video: Why job seekers don't land jobs? 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Video: Why job seekers don't land jobs?.  

• Discussion Topic 

Weekly forum 6 : Automation threatens jobs. Can education create new ones? 

Mar 8 

10 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Weekly forum 6 : Automation threatens jobs. Can education 
create new ones?.  

• Discussion Topic 

 

Unit 6 Tech focus assignment: Blockchain 

Mar 8 

5 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 6 Tech focus assignment: Blockchain.  

Optional Video: Future Careers and Competencies, Professor Lee Dyer (10 min) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Video: Future Careers and Competencies, 
Professor Lee Dyer (10 min).  

• Discussion Topic 

Optional reading: Innovative Workplace Skill Development Programs 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional reading: Innovative Workplace Skill Development 
Programs.  

Unit 5 Review 

 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 5 Review.  

Unit 6 Review 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613604
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613605
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613606
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613607
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613608
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613609
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613610


 Unit 7: Mid-term / Test 1 

Mid-term / Test 1 

• Quiz 

Pre-test: available March 09-March 11 

Mar 11 

20 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Pre-test: available March 09-March 11.  

Instructions for Test 1 

 Published. Click to unpublish Instructions for Test 1.  

• Quiz 

Test 1: available March 12-March 13 

Mar 13 

100 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Test 1: available March 12-March 13.  

Video: Models for Adapting Technology into the Workplace 

 Published. Click to unpublish Video: Models for Adapting Technology into the Workplace .  

MLER Flyer (Optional): MLER 5 year Program 

 Published. Click to unpublish MLER Flyer (Optional): MLER 5 year Program.  

Final Essay: The importance of being human in a world of new technologies. (Due: 
April 26) 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

Unit 8: The gig economy and crowdwork / Tech Focus - Platforms ecosystems 

The gig economy and crowdwork / Tech Focus - Platforms ecosystems 

Required Reading 1: BLS. Career Outlook. Working in a gig economy 

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613611
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613612
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613613
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613614
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613615
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613616
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613616
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613618


 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading 1: BLS. Career Outlook. Working in a gig 
economy.  

Required reading 2: Which delivery apps eat away at your wallet the most 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required reading 2: Which delivery apps eat away at your 
wallet the most.  

Required Video: How to Thrive in the Gig Economy. Jerry Davis. - 3 min video 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Video: How to Thrive in the Gig Economy. Jerry 
Davis. - 3 min video .  

• Discussion Topic 

Unit 8 forum : With food-delivery apps like Uber Eats, who’s actually making money? 
PBS Video. 

Mar 29 

15 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 8 forum : With food-delivery apps like Uber Eats, who’s 
actually making money? PBS Video..  

• Discussion Topic 

Unit 8 Tech focus assignment - platform ecosystems 

Mar 29 

5 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 8 Tech focus assignment - platform ecosystems.  

Optional Learning: National survey of gig workers paints a picture of poor working 
conditions, low pay 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Learning: National survey of gig workers paints a 
picture of poor working conditions, low pay.  

Optional learning: Pew Research Center -The State of Gig Work in 2021 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613619
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613620
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613621
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613621
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613622
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613623
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613623
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613624


Unit 9: Digital labor platforms and the Uberization of Work? 

Digital labor platforms and the Uberization of Work? 

Required 1. Business perspective: Uber's plan to get more people into fewer cars | 
Travis Kalanick (18 min video) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required 1. Business perspective: Uber's plan to get more 
people into fewer cars | Travis Kalanick (18 min video).  

Required 2. Workers' perspective: Rosenblat, A., 2018. Uberland: How algorithms are 
rewriting the rules of work. (4 pages) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required 2. Workers' perspective: Rosenblat, A., 2018. 
Uberland: How algorithms are rewriting the rules of work. (4 pages).  

• Discussion Topic 

Weekly forum 9 - Two Uber drivers read the fine print — and won millions for California 
gig workers 

Apr 5 

10 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Weekly forum 9 - Two Uber drivers read the fine print — and 
won millions for California gig workers.  

• Discussion Topic 

Unit 9 Tech focus assignment - The Economics of Uber 

Apr 5 

5 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 9 Tech focus assignment - The Economics of Uber.  

Optional Learning: ILO report on Digital labour platforms and the future of work 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Learning: ILO report on Digital labour platforms and 
the future of work.  

Unit 8 Review 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613625
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613625
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613626
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613626
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613627
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613627
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613628
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613629
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613630


 

Unit 10 Algorithmic Management 

Algorithmic Management 

Required Reading 1: Mateescu & Nguyen. 2019. Algorithmic Management in the 
Workplace 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading 1: Mateescu & Nguyen. 2019. Algorithmic 
Management in the Workplace.  

Required reading 2: Rosenblat, A., 2018. When your boss is an algorithm. New York 
Times. 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required reading 2: Rosenblat, A., 2018. When your boss is 
an algorithm. New York Times..  

Required video: Inside Amazon: The Rugeley warehouse 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required video: Inside Amazon: The Rugeley warehouse .  

• Discussion Topic 

Weekly forum 10: On Amazon's Time 

Apr 12 

10 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Weekly forum 10: On Amazon's Time.  

Optional reading: Cappelli, P., 2020. Stop Overengineering People Management. 
Harvard Business Review. 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional reading: Cappelli, P., 2020. Stop Overengineering 
People Management. Harvard Business Review..  

Optional video: Alex Rosenblat (37 minutes, highly recommended) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional video: Alex Rosenblat (37 minutes, highly 
recommended).  

• Context Module Sub Header 

No tech focus assignment this week. Instead, start to work on your final essay. 

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613631
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613631
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613633
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613633
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613634
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613635
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613636
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613636
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613637


 Published. Click to unpublish No tech focus assignment this week. Instead, start to work 
on your final essay..  

Final Essay: The importance of being human in a world of new technologies. (Due: 
April 26) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Final Essay: The importance of being human in a world of 
new technologies. (Due: April 26).  

Unit 9 Review 

 

 xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

 

 

Unit 11 New forms of work and their social implications 

New forms of work and their social implications 

Required reading 1: Your boss is going to start using AI to monitor you—and labor laws 
aren’t ready 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required reading 1: Your boss is going to start using AI to 
monitor you—and labor laws aren’t ready.  

Required reading 2: New forms of work and policy implications for labour regulations 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required reading 2: New forms of work and policy 
implications for labour regulations.  

Required Video: Workers rights in the age of surveillance capitalism 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Video: Workers rights in the age of surveillance 
capitalism.  

• Discussion Topic 

Weekly forum 11 : Finland's Universal Income Experiment 

Apr 19 

10 pts 

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613639
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613639
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613640
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613641
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613641
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613642
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613643
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613644


 Published. Click to unpublish Weekly forum 11 : Finland's Universal Income Experiment.  

Optional Video: Prof. Paul Oyer, "The Gig Economy: Threats and Opportunities for 
Workers and Employers” 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Video: Prof. Paul Oyer, "The Gig Economy: Threats 
and Opportunities for Workers and Employers”.  

• Context Module Sub Header 

No tech focus assignment this week. Instead, start to work on your final essay. 

 Published. Click to unpublish No tech focus assignment this week. Instead, start to work 
on your final essay..  

Unit 10 Review 

 Published. Click to unpublish Unit 10 Review.  

• Assignment 

Extra Credit Video Critique 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 Unit 12 Re-imagining Worker Voice and Collective Activism (1) 

Re-imagining Worker Voice and Collective Activism (1) 

Required Reading 1: What is worker voice and why it is so important 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading 1: What is worker voice and why it is so 
important .  

Required Reading 2: Hundreds of Google Employees Unionize, Culminating Years of 
Activism 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Reading 2: Hundreds of Google Employees 
Unionize, Culminating Years of Activism.  

Required Video 1: Why Google’s union is a big deal (8-min video) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required Video 1: Why Google’s union is a big deal (8-min 
video).  

Required Video 2 : How A.I. took center stage in the Hollywood writers’ strike 

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613645
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613645
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613647
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613648
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613649
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613650
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613650
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613651
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613652


 Published. Click to unpublish Required Video 2 : How A.I. took center stage in the 
Hollywood writers’ strike.  

Optional learning: A Third of Your Life Ep. 8: The Writers Strike / Podcast 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional learning: A Third of Your Life Ep. 8: The Writers 
Strike / Podcast.  

Optional Learning: The writers’ strike was the first workplace battle between humans 
and AI. The humans won 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional Learning: The writers’ strike was the first workplace 
battle between humans and AI. The humans won.  

• Discussion Topic 

Weekly forum 12 : Alphabet Workers Union 

Apr 27, 2025 

10 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Weekly forum 12 : Alphabet Workers Union.  

• Context Module Sub Header 

This week, there will be no tech focus assignment. Please use this time to begin 
working on your final essay. 

 Published. Click to unpublish This week, there will be no tech focus assignment. Please 
use this time to begin working on your final essay..  

Final Essay: The importance of being human in a world of new technologies. (Due: 
April 26) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Final Essay: The importance of being human in a world of 
new technologies. (Due: April 26).  

Unit 11 Review 
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 Unit 13 Re-imagining Worker Voice and Collective Activism (2) 

Re-imagining Worker Voice and Collective Activism (2) 

https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613653
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613654
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613654
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613655
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613657
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613657
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/393552/modules/items/13613658


Required reading 1: Union Organizing in Amazon warehouses 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required reading 1: Union Organizing in Amazon 
warehouses.  

Required reading 2: More Starbucks stores want to unionize. These workers are 
leading the push. 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required reading 2: More Starbucks stores want to unionize. 
These workers are leading the push..  

Required video 1: Why Amazon’s First U.S. Union Faces Tough Road Ahead （25 
minutes) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required video 1: Why Amazon’s First U.S. Union Faces 
Tough Road Ahead （25 minutes).  

Required video 2: Workers Are About To Get Way More Power. Here's How. (9 minutes) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Required video 2: Workers Are About To Get Way More 
Power. Here's How. (9 minutes).  

Optional reading 1: How Amazon Is Resisting Unions in Two Upcoming Elections 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional reading 1: How Amazon Is Resisting Unions in Two 
Upcoming Elections .  

Optional reading 2: Here’s How We Beat Amazon 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional reading 2: Here’s How We Beat Amazon.  

Optional learning: A Third of Your Life Ep. 1: Why Unions are Cool Again (Podcast) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Optional learning: A Third of Your Life Ep. 1: Why Unions are 
Cool Again (Podcast).  

• Context Module Sub Header 

There will be no tech focus assignment or discussion forum this week. Please use this 
time to prepare for Test 2. 

 Published. Click to unpublish There will be no tech focus assignment or discussion forum 
this week. Please use this time to prepare for Test 2..  

Unit 12 Review 
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Unit 13 Review 
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Unit 14 - Last week / Final reflection / Test 2 

Last week / Final reflection / Test 2 

Reading 1: The A.I. Revolution Will Change Work. Nobody Agrees How. 

 Published. Click to unpublish Reading 1: The A.I. Revolution Will Change Work. Nobody 
Agrees How..  

Reading 2: Will A.I. Take All Our Jobs? This Economist Suggests Maybe Not. 

 Published. Click to unpublish Reading 2: Will A.I. Take All Our Jobs? This Economist 
Suggests Maybe Not..  

Test 2 Instructions 
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• Quiz 

Test 2 -available from May 11 to May 12 

May 12 

100 pts 

 Published. Click to unpublish Test 2 -available from May 11 to May 12.  

Final Essay: The importance of being human in a world of new technologies. (Due: 
April 26) 

 Published. Click to unpublish Final Essay: The importance of being human in a world of 
new technologies. (Due: April 26).  

• Assignment 

Submit your final paper here. 
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